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We welcome the decision by the Scout Association to 

review its transgender policy

 (News, last week). Previous guidance, developed in partnership with the transgender lobbying group Mermaids, 
undermined safeguarding by promising "complete confidentiality"; promoted the idea that children as young as two 
can be identified as having a "true gender" that does not match their sex; and normalised the practice of teenage 
girls binding their breasts.

We urge Girlguiding to review its own policies to ensure that Brownies and Guides are also protected.

We are concerned about the role of groups such as Mermaids in the development of policy by schools and groups 
working with young people. The ideology it pushes causes gender-non-conforming children to believe they need 
unnecessary medical treatments, which risks their health. An inquiry is needed before a scandal breaks.
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Beth Aze, parent

Jonathan Best, former director Queer Up North, writer and activist

Dr Michael Biggs, University of Oxford
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Cllr Amy Brookes, Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

Trinia Budge, ForWomenScotland
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Cllr Leigh Kirton, Gateshead Council

Olly Lambert, documentary filmmaker
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Dr Susan Matthews, University of Roehampton
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Mo Quinn, social worker, trade unionist and parent

Gwenan Richards, SOAS, University of London

Julia Diana Robertson, journalist and author
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Susan Sinclair, Women's Rights Campaigner, Scottish Women

Jennifer Smith, former scout leader and parent
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Dr Nicola Williams, Fair Play For Women

Robert Withers, Jungian psychoanalyst
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